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4-H is the largest youth 
development organization

in Arkansas. Since 
March 2020, donors have 

 invested $2.1 million 
toward helping youth 

experience all 4-H has to offer. 
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Help Arkansas Youth Reach Their Peak Potential!

For more than 70 years, the Arkansas 4-H Foundation has helped 
guide young people as they climb toward leadership, character, and 
confidence. Now, you can help the next generation reach even higher.

Create a free, legally vetted will with our online 
preparation tool in just 20 minutes. And by including 
a gift to Arkansas 4-H, you’ll fuel scholarships, camps,  and hands-on 
programs that help youth across all 75 counties scale new heights.

Why Plan Your Legacy?
•  Empower tomorrow’s leaders
•  Gain peace of mind with a secure, legal will
•  Make a lasting impact — without spending 
    a dime today

Leave a legacy that helps Arkansas youth summit life’s greatest 
challenges. Start your free will today: AR4H.WILLFORGOOD.COM
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(left) 2024-2025 State Officers enjoy Arkansas 4-H Day with the Razorbacks from the front row of the stadium 
in Fayetteville . When you call those hogs, you never know who might show up for a photo bomb . (right) This year, 
Arkansas 4-H sent a full delegation to Citizenship Washington Focus, a leading national 4-H program focused on 
civic engagement, leadership, government, touring monuments, and meeting 4-H’ers from across the nation .

It’s a privilege to share with you this 
year’s Donor Impact Report, a collection of 

stories from Arkansas 4-H youth and alumni whose lives reflect the 
heart of this organization . Within these pages, you’ll meet people 

at every stage — from current 4-H members chasing big dreams, to 
early-career professionals finding their footing, to alumni leading with purpose in their 
communities and careers . Each story is a reminder that your generosity is shaping 
futures across Arkansas .

This past year, we celebrated the initiation or full funding of five new endowments — 
lasting commitments that will ensure 4-H continues to thrive for generations to come . 
We are equally grateful for the growing list of financial partners who stand beside us 
in this mission . Together, you are investing not just in programs, but in people — young 
Arkansans who will carry forward the values of leadership, service, and resilience .

On behalf of the Foundation and the thousands of young lives touched by your support, 
thank you . Your belief in Arkansas 4-H and your support of the Arkansas 4-H Foundation 
makes all the difference .

John Thomas
Managing Director
Arkansas 4-H Foundation

Dr. Debbie Nistler
Assistant Vice President
4-H and Youth Development
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IN 4-H, YOU 
TRULY FIND 
YOURSELF
How Sylvana Burgess, 
Arkansas 4-H state 
secretary, came out 
of her shell 
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               “An important element of Arkansas 4-H is the 
emphasis on community service. I’m doing this because I see
   a need in my community, and I am making a difference.”

When Sylvana Burgess first joined Jefferson County 4-H at 
the age of five, she was shy and introverted. But Burgess said 
that changed as she got more involved with public speaking 
through the organization . 

“I was definitely getting out of my shell because of that, 
because I realized I was good at it,” Burgess said . “I thought, 
‘Oh, I actually do know how to talk to people .’ That’s how I was 
able to get away from that shyness and be an outgoing person 
in 4-H .” 

Burgess currently serves as state secretary for Arkansas 4-H, 
a position she decided to run for after working closely with the 
state officer team as a 4-H Ambassador. 

“Just seeing how they interacted with me, they were such 
good people, and I saw the work they had to get done and 
how they traveled and networked,” Burgess said . “I wanted to 
branch out, because I’m so used to being in my city and not 
going anywhere . 

“The friends I made in 4-H definitely motivated me,” she said. 
“They said, ‘You’d be good for this .’ I was an ambassador for 
a good two years before I decided to be a state officer, and I 
made a lot of friends and memories through that . That’s been 
the highlight of 4-H .” 

Burgess said another important element of 4-H is the 
emphasis on community service . 

“When I go to the Teen Leader conference and we do those 
community service projects, there’s always a time where we 
reflect on it, and it gets you thinking,” she said. “I’m not just 
doing this to get hours or a good resume or a good college 

application . I’m doing this because I see a 
need in my community, and I see that I am 
making a difference through 4-H .

“I’m making somebody else’s day better 
because I’m willing to take the time, the 
hours and the dedication to help,” Burgess 
said . “That resonated with me .” 

This fall, Burgess will start her freshman year 
at the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, 
where she plans to major in social work — a 
decision influenced by her 4-H experience. 

“I tell people all the time that 4-H motivated 
me to go into the social work field, even 
though I’ve always had that feeling of 
wanting to help people,” Burgess said . “In 
4-H, I had to be emotionally connected to 
people . I see myself taking what I learned 
from 4-H and applying that to college and 
my social work field.” 

Burgess said that in 4-H, “you really, truly 
find yourself. I guarantee you will come out 
finding something new about yourself or 
making something you already have even 
better,” she said . 

FIRST YEAR IN 4-H:  2012

4-H CLUB:  Jefferson County 4-H Club 

ONE WORD TO DESCRIBE 4-H 
EXPERIENCE:  Life-changing

FAVORITE H AND WHY?  HEART.  
because 4-H gives you the opportunity 
to pour your whole heart into the 
things you’re passionate about. 
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LEADERSHIP 
THAT BUILT A 
LEGACY
Alumna Patti 
Dabbs-Thompson 
on the impact 
of Arkansas 4-H 



9

As a 4-H alumna, Patti Dabbs-Thompson 
has a long history with the organization. 
She joined the Busy Bees 4-H Club of 
North Arkansas County in 1966, and in 
1971, she served as president of Arkansas 
4-H when fundraising efforts began to 
build the C.A. Vines Arkansas 4-H Center. 

“We sold World’s Finest Chocolate Bars 
forever,” Dabbs-Thompson said. “I 
think I realized that it was going to give 
4-H’ers in the future a place to go and be 
together and do all the things they do now. I don’t 
think I realized everything it would bring to 4-H, because it just 
kept growing and growing. It’s amazing.” 

During her time in 4-H, Dabbs-Thompson’s main project 
was showing registered Angus cattle. In 1971, she won State 
Beef Record Book and was the first Beef Project winner to 
travel to Chicago for National 4-H Congress, where President 
Richard Nixon spoke. She traveled to Washington, D.C., for 
the Citizenship Short Course program, now known as the 
Citizenship Washington Focus.  

“I made lifelong friends on that trip, which probably helped me to 
be elected as the state 4-H president,” Dabbs-Thompson said. 

Dabbs-Thompson is a three-time Women’s World Duck Calling 
champion. She also won the White River Regional Duck 
Calling Contest, qualifying her for the World Championship 
Duck Calling Contest, where she placed in the top 10. She 
entered her first duck calling contest at age five, taught by 
her father, a champion duck caller and hunting guide. 

As State 4-H President, she also traveled to Washington, 
D.C., for the National 4-H Leadership Conference. Dabbs-
Thompson attended a White House reception for the 
organization, where she had a chance to share her passion for 
duck calling. 

“President Nixon was supposed to speak, but his daughter 
Julie Nixon Eisenhower was the speaker.  We went through 
a receiving line and got to meet her,” Dabbs-Thompson said. 
“I took a Dixie Mallard Duck Call from Stuttgart and left it for 
President Nixon, so that was a big deal to me.” 

As an adult, Dabbs-Thompson worked as a 
teacher for 35 years, first in Grubbs, then 
Dierks, Winthrop, Fouke, and later moving 
to Ashdown before completing her career 
in Conway. She said her 4-H experience 
helped her gain confidence that formed the 
rest of her life and career. 

“4-H helped develop me, so that I wasn’t 
afraid to be in front of people and speak in 
front of large crowds,” Dabbs-Thompson 
said. “It gave me a better understanding of 
what was needed for kids in Arkansas, and I 
wanted to be a part of that.”

FIRST YEAR IN 4-H:  1966

4-H CLUB:  Busy Bees 4-H Club, 
Arkansas County

ONE WORD TO DESCRIBE 4-H 
EXPERIENCE:  Outstanding

FAVORITE H AND WHY?  HEART.  
Development of the Heart is 
necessary for the development of 
strong leaders. 

    In 1971, Dabbs-Thompson served as president of 
Arkansas 4-H when fundraising efforts began to  
                          build the C.A. Vines Arkansas 4-H Center. 
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4-H CAN TAKE 
YOU ANY-
WHERE
How Arkansas 4-H  
prepared Carson 
McFatridge for life 
and leadership 
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Carson McFatridge’s 4-H journey began in 2008, when she 
joined the Velvet Ridge 4-H Club in White County at the age 
of five. She showed dairy goats, market goats and market 
lambs, and bred rabbits and chickens as well. But McFatridge 
said she found her true spark in the Wildlife Habitat Education 
Program, or WHEP. 

“With WHEP, it was a competition that gave me the 
opportunity to explore something I was already passionate 
about,” McFatridge said. “We built a team here in White 
County, and we ended up competing together for multiple 
years and absolutely loved it.”

In 2018, the White County team won the state WHEP contest 
and qualified for the national competition in Bar Harbor, Maine. 
“We got to go all the way to Maine, so that just goes to show 
that 4-H really can take you anywhere,” McFatridge said. 

McFatridge currently studies wildlife, fisheries and 
aquaculture at Mississippi State University, where she recently 
served a one-year term as the student body president. She 
said her experiences as a Teen Star and Teen Ambassador in 
4-H informed both her leadership skills and her career path. 

“I remember when I was five years old and writing a speech 
for why my club should elect me as the recreation director,” 
McFatridge said. “Talks and Demonstrations was another 
great program that gave me the opportunity to learn how 
to research. I was nine years old researching how to ensure 
that your mowing practices are safe for nesting bobwhite 
quail and turkeys. 

“In our field, and even with 4-H, a lot of 
people think that it’s just hunting and fishing 
or livestock, so you’ve got to find that little 
piece in the middle,” she said. “It’s like a Venn 
diagram: you’ve got to find that spot where 
it all fits together. For me, I’ve seen that 
manifest in the opportunity to advocate for 
conservation in agricultural landscapes.” 

McFatridge will graduate in December 
2025. She plans to pursue graduate school 
and eventually work in conservation law 
and policy. Though she has been a 4-H 
alumna for four years, McFatridge said the 
organization has had a lasting impact on her. 

“4-H helped me explore so many things that 
were out of my comfort zone, things I never 
even considered, and has given me skills 
that I still use today,” she said. “I have the 
cornbread recipe that we used in our bake-
off memorized, so it’s a lot of fun when my 
friends come over for dinner at college and 
we need to whip something up. It’s the little 
things like that — you never know what skills 
are going to end up benefiting you beyond 
the time you complete your final year.”

FIRST YEAR IN 4-H: 2008

4-H CLUB:  Velvet Ridge 4-H Club, 
White County

ONE WORD TO DESCRIBE 4-H 
EXPERIENCE: Foundational

FAVORITE H AND WHY?  HANDS, 
because it encourages youth to 
engage in hands-on learning that 
empowers them to help others.

    “Arkansas 4-H helped me explore so many things 
that were out of my comfort zone, things I never even 
considered, and has given me skills that I still use today,”
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SKILLS FUELING
FUTURE
SUCCESS 
Arkansas 4-H taught 
Shell Oil chemist 
Nathan Fleer 
responsibility and 
teamwork
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As a member of the Sebastian County Shooting Sports team, 
Arkansas 4-H alumnus Nathan Fleer said he learned valuable 
lessons about teamwork and responsibility. 

“With the Youth Hunter Education Challenge, we would sign 
up, and you knew that you’ve basically got a year to practice 
and get good at it,” Fleer said. “You go to the competition, 
and you’re doing it as a team and as an individual. That gives 
you this motivational element where you don’t want to let 
yourself down, or everybody else down, either. You support 
each other that way.”

Fleer joined Sebastian County 4-H in 2006 at 14 years of age 
and stayed in the program through high school. He said 4-H’s 
emphasis on helping youth set goals — and putting in the work 
to meet them — sets members up for success later in life. 

“I always tell people, if you’re going to start something that 
requires your commitment, don’t just drop out of it,” Fleer 
said. “Make sure to get through to completion and meet that 
goal, because it’s worth it in the end to be able to say that you 
finished that. That’s one of the things that 4-H is really good for.” 

To complete his Ph.D. in analytical chemistry from Texas A&M 
University, Fleer had to rely on this ability to see a project 
through. Fleer now works as a research chemist with Shell Oil, 
and he said 4-H helped him hone his collaboration a skills. 

“Some people will get experiences like that in school, but it’s 
not really the same sort of setting,” Fleer said. “It’s typically 
not problem-solving, which you would have with 4-H. I heard 

once that when you get into the workforce, 
you work together to solve problems, but 
in school, you were told to keep your head 
down and not look at each other’s papers. 
In 4-H, you were encouraged to work with 
other people.” 

Fleer said 4-H also provides important 
outdoor skills and instills an appreciation for 
nature to which some youth may not have 
access otherwise. 

“I grew up in a very rural area, so what we 
did in 4-H was similar to what I did at home,” 
Fleer said. “But there are a lot of kids who 
grow up in suburban areas who can’t do stuff 
like that, and it gives them an important 
outlet to experience those things.” 

For Fleer, 4-H was also a family affair, and he 
encourages other families to get active, too. 

“My parents being involved helped a lot, 
because going to 4-H was a family event,” 
he said. “And it should be. It helps families 
make memories together.” 

FIRST YEAR IN 4-H: 2006

4-H CLUB:  Sebastian County 4-H Club

ONE WORD TO DESCRIBE 4-H 
EXPERIENCE: Family

FAVORITE H AND WHY?  HEART, 
because you need to love what you do 
and that’s what makes it worth doing. 

           “Arkansas 4-H’s emphasis on helping youth set 
goals — and putting in the work to meet them — sets
                          members up for success later in life.”
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A VISIONARY 
FOCUSES ON 
ACCESS
Alumni  Philip 
Ferguson aims 
to increase 
opportunities 
for higher 
education 
through 
Arkansas 4-H
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Early on, Philip Ferguson learned about the importance of 
having a vision. One of his first role models was none other 
than Mr. C.A. Vines, for whom the 4-H Center is named.

While in college, Ferguson worked and lived at the 4-H Center 
in Ferndale, where Mr. Vines had him work on all sorts of 
projects, “including laying sod in the dead heat of summer,” 
Ferguson recalled.

“I’ve probably had five people who I won’t say no to, and 
Mr. Vines was one of those people,” he said. “What I learned 
from him is the importance of having a vision. He had a vision 
for the 4-H Center. Being able to imagine things that haven’t 
been done and being able to convince others to buy into that 
vision is a real legacy.”

Ferguson grew up on a small family farm in Pope County, 
and he and his two sisters were active in 4-H. His 4-H 
experiences — visiting the nation’s capitol for 4-H Citizenship 
Washington Focus, attending National 4-H Congress in 
Chicago, engaging in community service and serving as a 
4-H camp counselor — expanded Feguson’s view of the world 
and his future place in it. 

Ferguson graduated from the University of Arkansas with a 
degree in mechanical engineering and then earned a Doctor 
of Medicine from the University of Arkansas for Medical 
Sciences. Today, he is president and managing partner of the 
Northwest Arkansas Pathology Associates in Fayetteville. 

He serves on the Arkansas 4-H Foundation Board and is 
working to endow the Cecil and Selena Smith Memorial 
Scholarship in memory of his grandparents. The $1,000 

scholarship is awarded annually to a student 
in the STEM field.

“They were very humble servants, very 
unassuming, but they always valued 
education,” Ferguson said. “This a good way 
to honor them.”

Ferguson is focused on increasing access 
to higher education through scholarship 
opportunities for 4-H members.

“Social and economic mobility are tightly 
correlated to education,” he said, “but 
the cost of education and access to 
socioeconomic mobility has become harder 
and harder to attain. 4-H is unique in that it 
serves youth of all economic levels. There’s 
an extension agent and 4-H program in 
every county in Arkansas. 

“Everyone needs a skill set, whether that’s 
trade school, post-grad, or a technical 
certificate,” he said. “If you have people 
with potential who don’t have access, we 
have failed.” 

FIRST YEAR IN 4-H:  1979

4-H CLUB:  Pottsville 4-H Club,  
Pope County 

ONE WORD TO DESCRIBE 4-H 
EXPERIENCE:  Formative 

FAVORITE H AND WHY?  HEART, 
because that is where it all begins  
and is what sustains you.

      “Arkansas 4-H is unique in that it serves youth of all 
economic levels. There’s an extension agent and 4-H
        program in every county in Arkansas.”
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SOWING SEEDS 
OF PURPOSE
How Arkansas 
4-H helped 
Reesie Tritch 
grow into 
a leader
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Reesie Tritch’s passion for working with plants began 
at a young age. “Ever since I was a little girl, I have loved 
gardening,” she said. “My grandparents owned a farm, and I 
just loved learning about plants.” 

Tritch, 16, has been a member of the Greene County High 4-H 
Club since the age of seven. After her grandmother taught 
Tritch how to crochet at the age of nine, she began selling 
her creations — along with flowers and fresh produce from 
her garden — at local farmers markets. She said her favorite 
element of selling at the market for her small business, 
Bountiful Blessings Farms, is “the educational aspect.” 

“If I can teach somebody about a plant, I’m so much happier 
than if I sell them the plant,” she said. “I love teaching people 
about what they eat and giving them a healthier option.” 
Tritch said she grows fruits and vegetables to provide for 
her family, then sells the excess. In the late summer, she 
harvested squash, okra and tomatoes. In her flower garden, 
she grew sunflowers, cockscombs, zinnias and dahlias. 

“Last year I accidentally planted 35 cucumber plants, and my 
family canned 30 gallons of pickles,” Tritch said. “Whatever 
people need is what I usually grow.” 

Recently, Tritch became a member of the Greene County 
Master Gardeners to continue her horticulture education and 
give back to her community. 

“One of my favorite Master Gardener projects is the teaching 
garden, where we teach a bunch of little kids about where 
their food comes from,” she said. “Watching those kids light 

up while picking carrots is the 
best  feeling ever.” 

Tritch said the public speaking 
and leadership 

skills she gained as president of her 4-H 
club have helped her network for her small 
business. She said this has also resulted in 
her being asked to speak at local churches 
and community events. 

“I remember the first time I found out my 
friends were nervous to speak in front of 
people, and I was like, ‘Why would you be 
nervous?’” Tritch said. “I love speaking in 
front of people, and I don’t have a shy bone 
in my body. 4-H encourages public speaking 
at a very young age.” 

With plans to pursue a career in  ministry, 
Tritch said her creativity and  love for 
gardening will “always be a part  of my future,” 
as will the lessons she learned in 4-H. 

“My life would look totally different without 
4-H, and I would be a different person,” 
Tritch said. “You will never regret getting 
involved, the experiences you have or the 

people you meet.” 

FIRST YEAR IN 4-H:  2016

4-H CLUB:  Greene County 
High 4-H Club

ONE WORD TO DESCRIBE 4-H 
EXPERIENCE:  Limitless

FAVORITE H AND WHY?  HEART.  
Development of the Heart is 
necessary for the development 
of strong leaders. 

      “My life would look totally different without Arkansas 
4-H, and I would be a different person. You will never 
regret the experiences you have or the people you meet.”



18

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS

Goat tying at the Arkansas 4-H State Horse show in July, where competitors 
run in on their horse, jump off, and tie the goat in a timed event .

GREEN CLOVER
$1 – $99.99
St. Joseph Catholic 

Church
Wayne Farms LLC
Crystal Ahrens
4-H Center Programs 

Administrative 
Specialists

Karen Arnold
103.7 The Buzz
Rebekah Beene
Barry & DeeAnn 

Belanger
Melanie Berman
Jessica Blake
Janet Blansett
Lance and Leigh Blythe
Betty Jean Brannan
Max Braswell
Taber A Burns
Rachel L Chaney
Erica Concepcion
Tracy E Courage
Charlie & Rebecca 

Cowie

Kristin Cox
Shelly Craft
James C Crocker
Heather Crocker
Chuck & Barbara 

Culver
Michael Daniell
Jodie Daniell
Oktawia DeYoung
Taylor Eubank
Katherine Ferguson
Jennifer Finley
Brandon E Finley
Peggy L Fishler
Laura Foltz
Elizabeth Fortune
Donna Gaddis
Marsha Haltom
John Haltom
Cindy Ham
Kayla B Hammonds
Randy Hawkins
Tracie Heard
Jane Helms
Bobby & Janet 

Hollanger

Margaret Hunter
Jennifer Cocoma 

Hustis
Linetta Jackson
James Jackson
Willa Jenkins
Melody Key
Stephanie King
Joanna K Layrock
Lisa Lucas
DeAnna L Martin
Mary Martinez
Janice L Matthews
Robbie McKinnon
Emily Meeks
Leigh J Milam
Josh Minchew
Gretchen Minchew
Darrell Parker
Cindy Dabbs Phillips
Andrea Price
Avilla Hardware
Lauren Quillin
Beverly Quillin
Belkin
Michael F Reeves
Justin & Jennifer 

Reynolds
Parker & Abbie Ribble
Lona J Robertson
John & Sarah Robinson
Jeanie Rowbotham
Cody Rowe
Patricia Rowe
Kimberly Rowe
JoLee Salinas
Beyond Cotton Two
Sarah Sebring
Janelle Shepherd
Deborah L Short 

Siemer
Kristy L Simmons

Jonathan Simpson
Amy Simpson
Martha Jo Smith
David Smith
Leah Roxanne Smith
Lynn Smith
John & Robin Sparks
Kailey Stallman
Amanda M Stark
Bethany Stockton
Dustin Stockton
Stacey R Stone
Victoria P Stover
Allison Stricklen
Leslie Terrell
Janelle K Thomas
Pam Thomason
Kelly Thomason
Michelle Treat
Allison Vetter
Breanna Wade
Morgan Ware
Pulaski County 

Extension
Jeffrey C Weaver
Andrew T Wells
David Wickham
Kevin B Wilcox
Garland County EHC - 

Loyal Ladies Club
Karen J Williams
Patrick Wingfield
James Wingfield
Eric Wingfield
Clay Wingfield
Brian Woodrome
Doug & Cathy 

Woodrome
Rhoda J Yost
Gail Zerr

WHITE CLOVER
$100 – $499.99
PayPal Giving Fund
Nola Abraham
Tammara Adams
John D. & Alfi Anderson
Tony Baker
Karen K Ballard
Stephen A Barney
Arkansas 4-H Alumni 

Association
Natural State Show 

Goat Association
Carl Birkner
Arkansas Cattlemen’s 

Association
Robert & Amy Blake
Jesse R Bocksnick
Arkansas 4-H Shooting 

Sports
Robin & Gail Bridges
P&K John Deere 

Equipment
Tim Burcham
Jerry Burkett
Margy Cannon
Debora W Carpenter
Hank Chaney
Otis & Amanda Charles
Susan Colles
Preston Cooper
Nita Cooper
Melissa Anne Cooper
Gary M Cooper
Robin Couch
Don & Patty Crabbe
Annette Crow
Melody Ann Curtis
Bruce Dabbs
Mike Daniels
Clover Leaf Faulkner 

County 4-H Club
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(left) Young explorers take a closer look at the fauna beneath their feet at the C.A. Vines Arkansas 4-H Center.  
(right) The 2024-2025 Arkansas 4-H State Officers lead the pledge at State O-Rama one final time before new officers 
are elected.

Allen & Karen Davis
Carla M Due
Kimberly Belle Earls
Sherry Eason
Caramie Edwards
Michael Gadberry
Ella Geisler
Ruth Gordon
Mary L Hadley
Dorothy Hall
Arkansas Division 

Ouachita Society of 
American Foresters

William Hawkins
Bob & Susan Heard
Heather D Henry
John & Mary Hightower
Rose Ann Houston
Alicia Hugen
Jacoby Motors
Terrie James
Mark D Johnson
Sarah Jones
Calvin Jones
Johnny Key
Matthew King
Andrea Laack
Tommy Land
Chris Lee
Stephanie P Lillard
Mary Loftus
Debbie Manning

Flying Pig Guitars
Lauren Martin
Eden Martucci
Jawanda Barnett Mast
Arkansas Pork 

Producers 
Association

Mark May
Benton County Farm 

Bureau Women’s 
Leadership 
Committee

Azzie Lee McGehee
Kristena L Merritt
M&A Counseling
Debbie Moreland
Lucy Moreland
Debbie Nistler
Todd & Cara Norris
Jeremy ODell
Nancy Olofson
Mari R Otto
Brenda Parker
Jeff Parker
Charles E Parsons
John Payne
United Real  

Estate Central
Amanda Philyaw Perez
Andrew Zane Pitman
Pack Rat Outdoor 

Center

Diane Plummer
Don & Lorena Plunkett
Richard & Mary Poling
Kay Procop
Pamela Pruett
Rickey & Susan 

Quattlebaum
Arkansas State  

Sheep Council
Sacred Pines
Stephen Rikard
Andy Roehrdanz
Steven G Russell
Canaan & Ginger Sandy
Martha Ray Sartor
Harry Saul Minnow 

Farm, Inc.
Bob Scott
Phyllis Scurlock
Donna Shanklin
Lynn’s Automotive
Jeff Sikes
Carrie Stark
Brandon Stegall
Wanda Stephens
Dana Stewart

Barry & Eva Stobaugh
Daisy Manufacturing
Terrie Treadway
Carla Vaught
Brenda Vick
Isaac Wardlaw
David Watkins
White County WHEP
Nan Wayne
Heath & Amy Wessels
Erin Wheeler
Bob Willett
Ann Wilson
Betty Wingfield

Pia Woods

SILVER CLOVER
$500 – $999.99
Shell Oil Company
Paul Bingham Farms 

Partnership
Sam Boyster
Amy Brantley
Gary & Pam Bredlow
Donald Matt Brown
Shannon Caldwell
Rick Cartwright
Delta Optical 

Instruments, Inc.

Arkansas 4-H helps 
our youth aim high 

and hit the bullseye.
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Grilled to perfection at the 4-H BBQ competition. 

Henry Repeating Arms
Terri & George Cobb
Mark Cochran
GNC Appraisals Inc
Gregg &  

Shawnda Davis
PotlatchDeltic
White County 4-H
Beverly Sue 

Flaschentrager
David Hendrix
Eddie & Linda Hubbell
Susan M Lajeunesse
Landmark PLC
Diana A Morian
Nicole Nichols
JJ Pitman
Charlene Reed
Nina Roofe

Marketing 180
RoboNation
Amanda Weaver

GOLD CLOVER
$1,000 – $4,999.99
Warren County 4-H Council
Farmers Bank & Trust 

Foundation Bryant
Joel Anderson
UADA - Cooperative 

Extension Service
UADA - Jackson County 

Extension Center
UADA - CES - Agriculture & 

Natural Resources
Ettamarie Belden
Chi Epsilon Sigma
Marsha Blake

Mike Boyd
Arkansas Forestry 

Association
UA Division of Agriculture
Krista Brimer
Riceland Foods Foundation
Elizabeth A Childs 

Living Trust
The Poultry Federation
CES Federal Credit Union
State Representative
Glenn Davis
Stephanie Delay
Amber Dooly
Arkansas County Ag  

Agents Assoc
Donna L Graham
Joel & Kim Harrison
Darwin Hendrix
John Jacoby
John Keimig
Mike & Cynthia Klumpp
Sussex County 4-H  

Teen Council
Martha Maddox
Farmers Bank & Trust
Stacey McCullough
Tom & Melissa Meziere
UA Dale Bumpers College  

of Agricultural, Food,  
& Life Sciences

Southern Farm Bureau 
Casualty Insurance

Arkansas Alpha Iota 
Chapter Epsilon  
Sigma Phi

UADA - 4-H Youth and 
Development

Blue and You Foundation
Carroll & Kyleen Prewett
Southern Cotton Ginners
Bill & Janice Reed
Tom & Judy Riley
Arkansas Rice Federation
Arkansas Electric 

Cooperatives, Inc.
UADA CES Family & 

Consumer Sciences

David & Cindi Sheely
Portia Short
AgHeritage Farm Credit Services
Arkansas Extension  

Homemakers Council
Bill & Rhona Temple
John & Alfie Thomas
Wesley Ward
Arkansas Liberty Coalition Inc  

dba/Gun Owners of Arkansas
J & B Catering
Frank & Delores Wilson

RUBY CLOVER
$5,000 – $9,999.99 
Jennifer Anderson
Marcy A Bujarski
Arvest Foundation
Philip & Amy Ferguson
Bruce & Martha Maloch
Darlene Millard

EMERALD CLOVER
$10,000 – Above

Arkansas Farm 
Bureau Federation

Arkansas Farm 
Bureau Foundation

Electric Cooperatives 
of Arkansas 

Farm Credit
Mid-America
Glendall & Doris Stout
Farm Credit of 
Western AR

Pinnacle Structures Inc

Note: Donations are listed by fiscal year  
(July 1, 2024- June 30, 2025)

If you really want a good 
judgement of eggs, find 
an Arkansas 4-H’er.



THANK YOU TO OUR 4-H LICENSE PLATE 
DONORS FOR THEIR SUPPORT
Since 2003, the simple practice of purchasing a distinctive 
4-H specialty license plate has generated 
thousands of dollars going directly toward 
scholarships for Arkansas 4-H youth. For every $35 
registration fee, $25 is donated to Arkansas 4-H. 

To show your support of the largest youth development program in 
the state, request the specialty license tag for Arkansas 4-H when you purchase or renew your vehicle 
tags at your local state revenue office. You will receive a postcard from the Arkansas 4-H Foundation to 
use as a record for your tax deduction. A big thanks to all our current 4-H license plate holders:

Keith Cleek
Brianna Clinkscale
Charles Coe
Marta Colclasure
Billie Collins
Gary Cooper
Ray Copeland
Christy Coyle
Bailey Crane
Sean Cullen
Colter Cunningham
Timothy Dabney
Kerry Davenport
Richey Davidson
Nigel Dawson
Valerie Dawson
Armando De Leon
Roy Dison
Ryan Dixon
Kandy Dotson
Casey Douglas
Seth Driggers
Lisa Driggers
Jimmy Driggers
Carla Due
Devin Duggins
Jarred Dulski

Stephen Barney
Bethany Barney
Rachel Bearden
Sherry Beaty-Sullivan
Tamara Beck
Allen Beckwith
Ettamarie Belden
Kelli Belts
Tyshae Berry
Cinda Bianculli
Heather Bishop

Hannah Blair
Jesse Bocksnick
Amanda Boutwell
Cortez Boykins
Steve Boynton
Derek Brandon
Lori Bremer
Betsy Breshears
Donald Brown
Jerimane Brown
Scott Bryant
Robert Burditt
Stephen Buzick
Shannon Caldwell
Kyle Campbell
Nicholas Campbell
James Canada
Jonathan Carmack
Kyle Carozza
Cody Carter
Rick Cartwright
Robert Cash
Lilian Castellon
Roy Chisnell
Edna Clark
John Clark
Ruth Clay

Douglas Edwards
Caramie Edwards
Rebecca Emitt
Jamie Evans
Wes Evans
Laura Evans
Bruce Fink
Brian Fipps
Lynn Fitzpatrick
Ashley Flenoy
Brooke Flores
Casey Ford
Victoria Fowler
Angie Freel
Derry Fritch
William Fullenwider
Macayla Funkhouser
Mark Gaither
Brooke Galey
Fernando Garcia
Regina Gardner
David Garis
Serena Garner
John Gavin
Ashley Gay
Daniel Geels
Jose Genito

Cindy Adams-Romines
Shawn Allison
John Anderson
Mandy Bachmann
Tony Baker
Sheryl Baker
Bryce Baldridge
Jose Barbosa
Bryan Barger
Stephen Barney
Keilah Barney

Ed and Sadie team strike, or take turns hitting the same piece of metal, to 
shape one end of a tent stake at an Arkansas 4-H Blacksmithing Club .
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The Hydrdo Rappers, one of Grant County’s 4-H 
SeaPerch teams, defeated 74 other teams to 
become world champions in the junior stock class 
of the 2025 International SeaPerch Challenge.

William George
Robert Gilbreath
Marlon Gilcrease
Benjamin Gonser
Emily Gonzalez
Jose Grana
Tracy Gregg
Tenna Griffin
Jim Griffin
Edgar Guerrero
Edgar Guerrero
Edgardo Guzman 
Ramirez
Leanna Hamel-Smith
Angel Hardy
Shannon Harris
Demottie Harris
Jody Haston

Joan Hays
Deborah Hays
Kristie Head
Charlene Henderson
John Hendricks
Darwin Hendrix
Christopher Henry
Kimberly Henry
Shane Hensley
Rene Hernandez
Steve Hignight
Errol Hill
Jeorge Hitchcock
Douglas Holly
Sheila Holmes
Sherree Holt
Samantha Horn
Morgan Howard

Jason Hughes
David Huston
Joseph Jackman
Eddie Jackson
Jeremy Jackson
Terrance James
Alberta James
Langston Jenkins
Kristine Johnson
Thomas Johnson
Erin Johnson
Jayla Johnson
Cynthia Johnson
Paul Jones
Mary Jones
Timothy Jones
William Jones
Joseph Kampa
Kevin Kerley
Melissa Kerley
John Kimmel
Paul Kinzer
Michael Klamm
Christopher Kline
Leah Kline
Thomas Knotts
Jessica Lanthrip
Sharon Linter
Crystal Lintner
Potts Investments LLC
Johnny Lockley
Mary Loflus
Julie Logan
Wesley Lucas
Sandra Luckett
Rebecca Luebker-Moll
Jimmy Lunsford
James Mallard

Roxanna Manchester
Christopher Mannis
Sandra Manzanares
Bernardo Marquillo-
Diaz
Samuel Martin
Ben Martin
Sergio Martinez
Megan Maulden
Kim May
Shelly McCabe
Carter McClelland
William McCormick
Gene McCullar
Stacey McCullough
Kathleen McCutcheon
Wesley McGill
Michelle McGill
Wesley McGill
Brad McGinley
Christie McGuffey
Zimiri McMullen
Becky McPeake
Kim Mefford
Adam Middleton
Douglas Miller
Eric Mitchell
Calli Moffett
Carmen Mondy
Jon Moody
Andre Moreno
Jeremy Morphis
Tamecia Muldrew
Rebecca Mulhollen
Karisha Munise
Kenneth Myers
Jaime Nazario
Danton Newsom

Celestino Nieves
Debbie Nistler
Etta Niswonger
Natalie Nixon
Shannon Nobles
Rickey Norman
Kalyn Norwood
Leonard O’Donovan
Juan Ortiz
George Overbey
Whitney Owens
Danzel Parker
Ethan Parker
Janee Parker
J Patterson
Jonah Paxton
Tanya Pearce
Keith Perkins
Michael Perry
Cindy Phillips
Kelly Pickett
Susan Pickle
Megan Pigeon
Johanna Pillow
Karen Pinales
JJ Pitman
Andrew Pitman
Beymar Ponce
Charles Prestridge
Matthew Price
Ian Price
Brandy Pulliam
Christina Pumphrey
Paige Quinn
Heather Raney
Troy Ray
Robert Reid
Dustin Reynolds
Blake Riggan
Tommy Riley
Princeston Robinson

The Arkansas 4-H 
2025 Day at the 
Capitol turned the 
building green as 
hundreds of 4-H’ers 
from around the 
state spent the day 
meeting legislators 
and learning 
all about civic 
leadership .
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(top) Ellie Ferren receives the 2025 Arkansas 
Governor’s Award at the Arkansas 4-H Foundation’s 
Awards of Excellence. (bottom) Polk County 4-H Club 
members bag food to deliver to elderly residents as 
part of their Santas for Seniors project . 

Tminski Rodgers
David Rogers
Thomas Rowland
Mary Rowland
Raul Ruiz
Carol Russell
Amanda Rychtarik
Juan Carlos 
Sanchez
Canaan & Ginger 
Sandy
Toby Schaffer
Jose Serna
David Servis
Rache Sharp
Melissa Shaw
Robert Shofner
Ralph Shoptaw
Bryan Sikes
Brittany Slate
Tiffany Smith
Rochelle Smith
Leah Smith
P Smith
Mary Smith
Justin or Lisa Smith
Dan Smith
Robert Smith
Joseph Smith
Alvis Snider
Exson Reymundo 
Solis Polanto
Christopher 
Stallings
Paul Stanton
Susan Stark
Billy Staton
Randy Still
Russell Stockdale
James Stogner
Kyle Stokes
Jessica Street
Andrews Tabares
Tonja Taylor
John & Alfie 
Thomas

Christopher Thomas
Susan Thomason
Sydney Tillman
Cynthia Towler
Clyde Traylor
Tressa Tucker
Lynn Valetutti
Pablo Varela
Angelica Varela
Carla Vaught
Bruce Vick
Enrique Villalobos
Gregorio Villanueva
Clayton Wagner
Bobby Warnock
Ronnie Welborn
David Werner
Tammy Weston
Carter Weston
Charles Whitaker
Scot Wiles
Allen Williams
Claire Williamson
Emily Wilsie
Leonard Wilson
Ann Wilson
Clay Wingfield
Len Wood
Anthony Wood
Torya Woods
Pia Woods
Christopher Wright
Edward Yancey
Janeal Yancey
Brian Young
Kendra Zaner

Donor list was 
provided by DFA. 
For corrections or 
additions to the 4-H 
license holder list, 
please contact the 
4-H office at 
(501)  671-2100.

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
INCOME 2025 2024  
Contributions $359,099 $285,751
Grants $0 $0
Program Activities $2,427,460 $1,842,667 
Realized/Unrealized $276,378 $351,947
Interest & Dividend  $324,215  $147,055

TOTAL INCOME $3,387,152 $2,627,420
  

EXPENSE 2025 2024  
Program Activities $2,600,638 $1,896,584
Foundation $237,707 $234,298
Fundraising  $69,213  $85,479

TOTAL EXPENSE $2,907,558 $2,216,361
 
Beginning Net Assets 
Ending Net Assets 

$10,149,521 
$10,629,114 

$9,738,462
$10,149,521

CHANGE IN 
NET ASSETS $479,593 $411,059
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LASTING
IMPACT
Becky McPeake Family 
endows scholarship
The late Becky Jean McPeake was well known for her love of 
wildlife and sharing her passion with others, especially youth . 
In her nearly three decades as professor and extension wildlife 
specialist for the Division of Agriculture, she inspired countless 
adults and youth . After her passing on May 2, 2025, the Arkansas 
4-H Foundation created the Becky Jean McPeake Memorial 
Scholarship, and Glendall and Doris Stout, Becky’s parents, have 
endowed the scholarship with a $25,000 gift .

“Becky was a beloved wife, mother and mentor, who inspired 
countless Arkansas 4-H youth through programs like the Wildlife 
Habitat Education Program,” said John Thomas, the foundation’s 
managing director . “Her family established this endowment to 
honor her legacy of fostering environmental stewardship .”

Born and raised in Jefferson City, Missouri, McPeake earned her 
bachelor’s degree in wildlife management from the University 
of Missouri-Columbia, a master’s in wildlife-environmental 
education from Michigan State University, and a Ph .D . in wildlife-
human dimensions from Texas A&M University.

She worked for the Missouri Department of Conservation before 
joining the Division of Agriculture in 1998 . During her career, she 
provided public outreach about a broad range of wildlife topics 
including urban deer, feral hogs, snakes, bears, birds, bats and 
invasive species . She conducted demonstration studies about 

native food plots and deer repellents, and she 
coordinated the 4-H Wildlife Habitat Education 
program that teaches youth about wildlife 
identification and management concepts.

McPeake also coordinated the 4-H Food Plot 
Project, which teaches youth how to establish 
and maintain a plot to provide food and cover 
for wildlife. Using concepts from wildlife and 
plant science, technology, math and more, 4-H 
members learn how to keep detailed records 
throughout the planting and growing season.

The scholarship will be awarded annually to one 
Arkansas 4-H member pursuing a college degree 
in natural resources, such as wildlife, forestry, 
agriculture and horticulture. The scholarship 
amount will vary from $1,000-$2,000, based 
on interest. If no eligible natural resources 
major applies, the committee may award the 
scholarship to a student in a related field.

Eagle Seed, which provides seeds for the 
program, found its own way to honor McPeake. 
The company created a special seed mix — the 
McPeake Blend, containing eight different plant 
species, including sugar beets, chicory and 
triticale — that will be used this year.

Members of McPeake’s family present a $25,000 
donation to Arkansas 4-H staff and Arkansas WHEP 
(Wildlife Habitat Education Program) 4-H’ers. 
The donation will fund a Foundation scholarship 
endowment in memory of Becky McPeake.



2025 FOUNDATION ENDOWMENTS
Ross Foundation Photography Endowment	 $174,810 

National Citizenship Endowment  $126,137 

State Officer Quasi Endowment  $77,809 

Joye Vines Activity Endowment $74,320 

Trannye White Memorial Scholarship Endowment  $38,678 

Roy & Christine Sturgis Charitable Trust Endowment  $55,489 

Senator David Pryor Scholarship Endowment  $20,831 

Senator Mark Pryor Scholarship Endowment $20,222 

Art of Farming Endowment $77,999 

John Frank Pendergrass 4-H Livestock Judging Support Fund $7,849 

Harold Hicks Trust Scholarship Fund  $47,332 

Susan Marshall Scholarship Endowment  $681,719 

Arkansas Endowment  $93,480 

Feland 4-H Center Maintenance Endowment $481,154 

Donald W. Reynolds Foundation Maintenance Endowment $1,409,045 

Centennial Scholarship Endowment $158,363 

John White Memorial Scholarship Endowment $31,048 

C. A. & Joye Vines Scholarship Endowment  $29,484 

Hazel Jordan Landscaping Scholarship Endowment $127,651 

Zack & Jennie Jennings Scholarship Endowment $93,918 

Jeanette Roberts Memorial Scholarship Endowment $20,003 

Maeda Asbell Scholarship Endowment $8,788 

Williams-Potts Scholarship Endowment $9,020 

Bob Buice Scholarship Endowment $25,712 

Larry Sandage Arkansas Forage & Grass Scholarship Endowment $14,117 

Sam & Helen Walton Child Development Endowment $25,866 

Justice J. Fred Jones Memorial Scholarship Endowment $16,195 

Walta Lorea Hoback Jones Memorial Scholarship Endowment $17,046 

Darlene Millard Arkansas 4-H Governor’s Award Fund $32,768 

Dennis R Millard Memorial 4-H Scholarship Endowment $40,445 

Arkansas 4-H Alumni Association Fund $16,496 

Rick and Lynnette Cartwright Scholarship Endowment $72,506 

Arkansas 4-H License Plate Endowment  $71,801 

Bragg Family Memorial Scholarship Endowment  $28,959 

Brady Extension Homemaker’s Club $343,671 

Becky Jean McPeake Memorial Scholarship -Endowment  $25,000 

Total Balances     $4,595,728   
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705,115

ContactsDirect 5,344,527
Social Media &
Web Contacts

Value of Arkansas 
4-H Volunteer Time$10,262,952

735 4-H Clubs 

8,272 4-H Club
members 

17,675 Educational
Opportunities

Volunteer
Hours352, 800

100%
4-H is present in

of Arkansas 
counties

Post-
secondary 
Scholarships

National
Congress Trip
Sponsorships

Citizens
Washington
Focus Trip
Sponsorships

Puerto Rico
Learning Trip
Sponsorships

Camp
Scholarships Other Programs, 

Events & Activities

FY25 Foundation Funds Distribution

2024 ARKANSAS 4-H PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS



4-H PLEDGE
I pledge my HEAD

to clearer thinking,

my HEART
to greater loyalty,

my HANDS
to larger service, and

my HEALTH
to better living,

for my club, my community,  
my country and my world.

Pursuant to 7 CFR § 15.3, the University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services (including employment) without regard to race, color, sex, 

national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or veteran status, genetic information, sexual preference, pregnancy or any other legally protected status, and is an equal opportunity institution.



BEST FOR: Business Conference/Meeting | Team Building
Company Retreat |Special Event |Employee Outing

FIVE Reader’s Choice Best of Biz Awards  Best of Biz for 

SEVEN
YEARS

Booking your event at the Vines Center allows us to create 
low-cost opportunities for Arkansas 4-H youth. We offer:

• A spectacular setting for retreats, conferences and trainings
• Over 30,000 sq ft of meeting space for groups of 5 to 500
• 94 hotel-style rooms
• Full dining services with a wide range of menu options
• Guided leadership and team-building programs

Staying with us means giving back.

DIVISION OF AGRICULTURE
R E S E A R C H  &  E X T E N S I O N

University of Arkansas System

 

1 Four-H Way | Little Rock, AR 72223 | (501) 821-4444 | Fax: (501) 821-2545
www.arkansas4hfoundation.org

The Arkansas 4-H and Youth Development is a program of the Cooperative Extension Service, part of the University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture.

Pursuant to 7 CFR § 15.3, the University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services (including employment) without regard to race, color, 
sex, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or veteran status, genetic information, sexual preference, pregnancy or any other legally protected status, and is an equal opportunity institution.




